Appl. No. 09/892,977 

Amdt. Dated-November 29, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of July 29, 2004 

Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of the Claims : 
1-112. (Cancelled) 

1 1 3. (Currently Amended) A carpet comprising: 

a primary backing, wherein said primary backing comprises a composite fibrous 
material, said composite fibrous material consisting of a woven fabric having warp and 
fill yarns needlepunched to a bonded nonwoven fabric, said woven fabric having a 
weight of between about 2 ounces per square yard to about 8 ounces per square yard, 
said primary backing having a dimensional stability of about 3 pounds to about 20 
pounds, wherein the dimensional stability is determined by grabbing and pulling the 
backing at a 45 degree angle in relation to the warp and fill yarns of the backing such 
that the backing incurs approximately a 5% elongation; and 

a piling yarn inserted through said primary backing. 

1 14. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric has a weight of between about 0.25 ounces per square yard to about 5 
ounces per square yard. 

115. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric has a weight of between about 0.5 ounces per square yard to about 3 
ounces per square yard. 

116. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric has a weight of between about 0.75 ounces per square yard to about 
3.0 ounces per square yard. 

117. (Cancelled) 

118. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
woven fabric has a weight of between about 3 ounces per square yard to about 5 
ounces per square yard. 

119. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein the 
weight ratio of said woven fabric to said nonwoven fabric is between about 1 to about 5. 
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120. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
woven fabric comprises warp yarns having about 20 to about 35 ends per inch and fill 
yarns having about 10 to about 30 picks per inch. 

121 . (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, further 
comprising a secondary backing attached to said primary backing. 

122. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
woven fabric comprises monofilament warp yarns and monofilament fill yarns. 

123. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein the 
weave construction of said woven fabric is a plain weave. 

124. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
warp yarns, said fill yarns, or combinations thereof comprise synthetic fibers. 

125. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 124, wherein said 
synthetic fibers comprise polypropylene. 

126. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric is bonded by a method that comprises mechanical interlocking, fusing, 
or combinations thereof. 

127. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 126, wherein said 
mechanical interlocking comprises needlepunching. 

128. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric comprises synthetic fibers selected from the group consisting of 
polypropylene, nylon, polyester, polyethylene, and combinations thereof. 

129. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric comprises polypropylene. 

130. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric comprises polyester. 

131 . (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric comprises continuous synthetic fibers. 

132. (Previously Presented) The carpet according to claim 113, wherein said 
nonwoven fabric is formed by a spunbonding process. 
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133. (Previously Presented) A primary backing for a carpet, wherein said 
primary backing comprises a composite fibrous material, said composite fibrous 
material consisting of a woven fabric having warp and fill yarns needlepunched to a 
bonded nonwoven fabric, said woven fabric having a weight of about 2 ounces per 
square yard to about 8 ounces per square yard and a weave construction of between 
about 20 ends per inch to about 35 ends per inch and between about 10 picks per inch 
to about 30 picks per inch, wherein said warp yarns, said fill yarns, or combinations 
thereof comprise synthetic fibers, wherein said primary backing has a dimensional 
stability of about 3 pounds to about 20 pounds as determined by grabbing and pulling 
the backing at a 45 degree angle in relation to the warp and fill yarns of the backing 
such that the backing incurs approximately a 5% elongation. 

134. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said woven fabric has a weight of between about 3 ounces per square yard to 
about 5 ounces per square yard. 

135. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric has a weight of between about 0.75 ounces per square 
yard to about 3.0 ounces per square yard. 

136. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said woven fabric comprises monofilament warp yarns and monofilament fill 
yarns. 

137. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein the weave construction of said woven fabric is a plain weave. 

138. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said synthetic fibers comprise polypropylene. 

139. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric is bonded by a method that comprises mechanical 
interlocking, fusing, or combinations thereof. 

140. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises synthetic fibers selected from the group 
consisting of polypropylene, nylon, polyester, polyethylene, and combinations thereof. 
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141 . (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises polypropylene. 

142. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises polyester. 

143. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises continuous synthetic fibers. 

144. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric is formed by a spunbonding process. 

145. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 133, 
wherein the weight ratio of said woven fabric to said nonwoven fabric is between about 
1 to about 5. 

146. (Previously Presented) A primary backing for a carpet, wherein said 
primary backing comprises a composite fibrous material, said composite fibrous 
material consisting of a woven fabric having warp and fill yarns needlepunched to a 
bonded nonwoven fabric, said woven fabric having a weight of about 2 ounces per 
square yard to about 8 ounces per square yard and a weave construction of between 
about 20 ends per inch to about 35 ends per inch and between about 10 picks per inch 
to about 30 picks per inch, wherein said warp yarns, said fill yarns, or combinations 
thereof comprise polypropylene and wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises synthetic 
fibers selected from the group consisting of polypropylene, nylon, polyester, 
polyethylene, and combinations thereof, said primary backing having a dimensional 
stability of about 3 pounds to about 20 pounds as determined by grabbing and pulling 
the backing at a 45 degree angle in relation to the warp and fill yarns of the backing 
such that the backing incurs approximately a 5% elongation. 

147. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 146, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric is bonded by a method that comprises fusing, 
needlepunching, or combinations thereof. 

148. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 147, 
wherein the weight ratio of said woven fabric to said nonwoven fabric is between about 
1 to about 5. 
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149. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 148, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises polypropylene. 

150. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 148, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric comprises polyester. 

151. (Previously Presented) The primary backing according to claim 148, 
wherein said nonwoven fabric is formed by a spunbonding process. 
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